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8 | {c face of things is now ſb catamitous, and there is 
{o much ſadneſs diſcovers it ſelf in the log all 
thoſe who are ſerious and affeed wirhPbur ſenc 
K, wiſeries, char it ſeems as great a deed of charity to 
ſcnd foine comfort ro them, as ro call the carctefh 
| world to Repentanice, '- There hath not” a week' of 
jate paſſed, bur we are rold in 'the Bils of Mortality, that foms 
are dead of Grtef. The weight of many mens ſorrows is ſo greaty 
chat it ſinks them to their Gtaves:* And-they thar are 'tiar yer ſa 
hcavily opprefled, yet groan undexy their burdens; and we hear 
cvery day of ſome or other thar are ready ta faint by reaſon of the 
anguiſh of their ſpirits. We have ' ſome hopes indeed that the 
number is not very great who are ſo 'forely diftrefled 3 but yet 
there is a General damp I obſerve upvrr'the berrer ſorr'of fouls 5 
and there are many things concur to caſt a cloud over theit faces. 
Yamne are Very heavy for the loſs of rheir friends; and others for 
the fear of that loſs. Ir aſtlifts ſome ro ſee ſuch'a decay of Trade, 
and.others begin to have apprehenſions of Poverry, and think ir is 
poſſible they may fall into Want. We ſte men ſtartled very muck 
to find the Burials {well'd ro ſuch an height the Week thar is paſ= 
ſed; and again it attrights them to think of the ſumme tharx rhis 
Week current may mount them unto. Moſt men are pofſcfled with 
x fear of Dcath, which now ſurrounds them en all ſides; and'0- 
thersthat have been-free from theſe terrors, yet are in ſome'dread 
of thar kind of Neath chat domineers among us. In ſo much thax- 
they are very numerous, methin's, whoſe'very aſpeRts beg fer ſamg 
conſolation, We can caſt our eyes fro where bur we behold fame 
or other imploring our help z and' craving ſomething that may 
brighten their counrenances; by reviving and cheering their 
drooping fpirits. RE... IHR 5 ave SIS 
Thar is the errand of this little Paper z- which it came into my 
mind upan theſe conliderarions to ſend after a former Sheery That 
all thoſe who truly repent them of their fins, and apply rheir 
rhoughts and endeavours to amend their lives, may not make their: 
lives a burden to them by fears, or cares, or grief, or any other of. 
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Now though there be many particular ſupports which are eafie 
to: be- produced for mens relief, under Every ons of thoſe evits 
which are "the cauſe of cheir complaints ? yer chis_diſcourfe be= 
ing confined rd ſo ſmall a'conpaſs as a Sheer, ir will be beſt to di- 
rect you roone remedy for all Diſeaſes. Eſpecially conſidering 
that one Medicine will be beter remembred then a great'min) S 
thar the application and uſe of it alſo will be more cafie; and that 
rc mgnd being fixed in one point, it will be che lefs ſubjeR ro di- 
ſ.aQtion by a muſritude of thoughts. And when I caſt mine eye 
upon the Holy Books to find that which may be maſt proper for 
| every inafns caſe 3 1 can ſee nothing ſo much ſpoken of, nothing 
ſo- much magnified and applauded for a preſent Cure of all trou- 
bles, as Trufting in God. Our Fathers truftcd in thee ( ſaith the 
Propher in that mournfull Pſalm 2 2.4,5. ) they truſted ard thes 
didſt deliver them, They cried «nto thee and were delivered : thy 
trufted in thee and were not coxfounded. Here you have the pra- 
ſe and Experience of Ancient times, which are a diretion rous 
in like caſes. You have here ſo approved a Remedy, and which 
this Divine Writer rhought ſo ſafe, that he reſolved torake no 
| other courſe in a time of ſuch Contagion as this is. For having 
obſcrved that he who flies ro the Moſt High as his Sanfuary, 
abides under the ſhadow of the Almighty, he determines to ſeck for 
no other comfort or ſecurity, but thus concludes with himſelf ; 2 
wall ſay of the Lord, He is my refuge, and my fortreſs 3 my God, ix 

bim I will truſt, Pſal.gta,2. | 


| Lets ſee then of whar this famous and ſo much tried Remedy 
may copfiſt, Let us ſearch of what an, Antidote ſo powerfull is- 
compounded, If it be ſuch an Univerſal Medicine, it concerns 
's very much to be well acquainted with-itz that we may not 
miſtake in rhe making of ir, either by leaving out or putring in of 
any thing which may ſpoyle irs efficacy. And ro ſay the truth it is. 
2 very plain nd fimple thing which will not recture your wits to 
comprehend, This is the beginning of your comfort, that there 
is nothirig irrir bat whar is vulgarly known, - if it were but as well 
followed and pur in uſe. Jr is only to behave our ſelves towards 
God as we do to one of our Good Neighbours, of whoſe skill and 
fidelicy we have aflurance ; andthe buſineſs is done. 


þ Fir then if an honeſt man give us his word for the perfor- 
raance of any thing we defire of him 3 vn this we rely as our ſecu- 
rity, demanding no other ;_ fem whence wie are ſaid to truſt that 
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perfon, Which dire us if we will place our confidence in, God,” 
to be throughly perſwaded of the truch of all char hethath;promi- 
. fed,reſting atlured rhar ir ſhall cerrainly be fulfilled, 1s.rhers nos! 
thing that God hath. given us his word for ? Doth he nor ſhandiay 
all ingaged'to us ? Can we find nothing upon record char-hethath. 
ſaid for our comfort and ſupport in this world of ſorgaws 3 Turn; 
over the leaves of that Book which is deſervedly called che Book! 
of God, and you will ſee that he hath ried himſc]funto us for the: 
ormance of ſeveral things that highly import ns, nor. oply by 
is word bur by his Oath. He hath reſtificd his fingular care of 
the happineſs of the world, He hath ſhewn the great deſire he 
harh thar his creacures ſhould liye in good confort,and nor be mi= 
ſcrable, in that he hath nor only {aid but ſworn that he will do 
them good, He hath affured us in a more ſolemn manner then 
coitld be deſired, that he will provide for us; thar. he will give 
us a competency of theſe worldly goods 3 that he will never leave 
us nor forſake us ; that he will be our ſupport and comforter in all 
aſti:Qions; thar he will ſtrengrhen us on a-bed of languiſhing, :and 
make all our bed in our fickneſs; that he will lay no more upgn 
us then we ſhall be able to bear ; and rhar all chings ſhall work 
rogerher for good to thoſe thar loye him. Of which promiſes yu 
muſt no» more doubt then if it were in your own power to beltow 
theſe bleſſings on your {clves. And isall this nothing think you 
ro cheer a mans heart? Is there no yerrue in theſe words ( if ſted= 
faſtly believed ) to raiſe up your linking ſpirits ? Will it give you 
no Joy to think that you are ſo ſure re be under the care of: God ? 
You would have had him promiſed you. perhaps that you ſhall ne+ 
ver be fick ; or that you (hall nor be ſick of any contagious diſeaſe 3 
or that'you ſhall have long lifez or come to great riches and hoy 
nours, Without which you cannor be content. Poor Fools 1, He 
hath promiſcd you far nobler enJoyments, and would not-have you 
et your hearrs on things of ſo low concernment. Belides thuſe 
thar 1 have mentioncd, there are three moſt remarkable thing 
which he hath paſſed his word and faith fer, which if you be= 
lieve,l ſhall ſoon give you ſarisfaRtion in the lefler marrers of which 
you are ſo defirous.* Firff, he hath promiſed forgiveneſs of ſigs.if 
you heartily amend. An ineſtimable favour ; and which.irpperts 
us more then to be well, to be rich or to enJoy all the pleaſures on 
_ earth. For they are in truth no pleaſures, whenſoever: a man 
* thinks of Damnation atthe laſt, Secondly, he hath promiſcdche 
gifr of the Hely Ghoſt ro help and ſuſtein us; ro comfort an 
cheer us; to guide and condud us in our way to the th;rd rhing 
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that he hath aſſured us of. And that is Eternal. life to rewatd 
our Picty, our fidelity, our Paricnce and Adherence tohim, This 
Sr. Foba hath ſera mark upon as the moſt illuſtrious of all other, 
ſaying, This -45 the promiſe that be hath promiſcd as even eternal life. 
x <Kpilt: 2:25; Az if he woald have us fix our cyes on this above 
all veher thines ; and have us ro think that if God hath nox ſaid 
ſo much concerning temporal enjoyments as we defire, the rea 
fort is becauſe his word'is a thing which it is fir his Majeſty ſhould 
paſs in matters of more moment, and of which there might be 
arer deubr; And truly thefe things which 1 have named are 
uch rhar if we can belirye rhem upen his word, we may well truſt 
him for all the reſt without his word: _ For wbo can think thathe 
who will give us heaven,will deny us any thing thar is fir for us up 
on the earch ?:or who can be ſuch an Idiot as to imagine that he 
who is fo liberal as to beſtow crernal life, , will be ſparing of a lang 
life ro-us here if he juJg'it mbſt conyenicnt ? And thar will bring 

me-to the ſecond thing, which is DE , 


IH. TodircR you to place a confidence in God thathe will giye 
ym wharſeever 1s beſt for you though ir be not” promiſed. It is a 
gredt imperfe@ion and robs men of much comfort, not to be able 
wo rcly on! God unleſs - have his word for every thing. Is nox 
the Nature of God think you as great a ſecurity to us as that-can 
be ? Truly they that underſtand things, Judg it to be rather grea- 
ter 3 becauſe it is thar which gives credit to his word. Why - da 
vou believes 1 beſeech vou, whar God ſaith ? Is ir nor becauſe you 
know his- Truth and Goodneſs to be ſo'unſpotted that he catnoc 
poſſibly deceive you ? Letus then be of goud cheer. From hence 
we may derive our comforr'as well as from any thing elſe. Nay 
this is the rery Original and fountain of all our conſolation and 
fuppu:t, that Gvd is of ſuch a Narure that he delights in the wel» 
fare and contentment of his Creatures.” | From thib we may ferch 
as much foy as we pleaſe. - We need not doubt to conclude from 
hence that we (hall have all that is good for .us though there were 
NoT one - word ſaid of it. And he is ne:ther good nor wilc thar 
will defire more, and not reft himſelf contented in this perſwaſton, 
Let us have recourſe if you pleaſe to our dealings one with ano= 
ther- 3 for by chemn I told you we ſhoutd beſt underſtand whar it is 
to truſt in God, Do we never repoſe a confidence in an excellent 
perſon untefs he give us his word or his bond ? Are chere nor ſume 
men-of' whom we have ſuch an high opinion that we readily de» 
polite vic money, our jewels; our Deeds or any thing elſe in their 
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hands, 8nd. never ſo much as ask them to give us their prowiſe thae 
chey will ſafcly keep them for us * Why do we think ir ſtrange 
then to depend en God in this manner > Why do we not think, 
chat we have aflurance enough from the abſolute perfeRion of Gods: 
Nature thar it ſhall go well with us ?* whar is the matter that we 
cannot be ſatihed without he pafs his word ; and that we are nor. 
contident in himſelf that we ſhall want no good thing? In my poor 
Judgment this is rather rotruſt in God then rhe Other, 1'mean. 
he is'more properly ſaid ro truſt in God:Wwho perſwades himſelf that 
he-is {o good as to give him all things needfull, though not parti= 
cularly promiſed 3 then he that'relies only on his word, For this 
latter is rather to be called Faith rhen Traft. Berween which twa 
rhere ſeems to be this difference, that faith hath reſpeR only ro the. 
word of Gad ; to what he ſaith and exprefles : bur Trift goes fur- 
ther and hath reſpe& alſo ro God himſelf, It looks nor only ar, 
what he is ingaged to do; but at what he is inclined to do for us. 
Conclude therefore with the Pſalmiſt and pronounce it in a joy* 
full and criumphant manner ( 84.11,12, ) The Lord God us 4 Sit 
and ſhield: the Lord will give grace and glory 3 and no good thin 
will he witbbold from them that walk uprightly. O Lord God br 
boſts, - bleſſed 3s the man that truſtcth in thee, - He duth notenvy. 
any of his bleflings tro us. He is asfree of his favours as the Sun 
is of his bcams. He is no more backward and unwilling'to do us, 
any good, then that great Lamp of heaven ( which is as it were. 
his Viſible Image ) is to impart its light and heat to the world, 
And: therefore he is in a blefſed Condition that truſts in Gud.. 
He-hath unired himſelf by thac means to the very fountain and 
ſource of.all good things; and ſo cannor fail ro enjoy in every 
conditionithat which is moſt profirable for him. Be ir health, be 
ir- riches, be irlong life, which we think is beſt for us ;_ if God - 
think ſa,too, we may reſolve his bounty will nor ler us want it but: 
certainly beſtow ir upon us. -I ſhall ſay rill anon to.ask you. if you, 
can find no comfort in this perfivafion ; and now proceed.to tell 
you in the third place; that in order ro your full conreng, : 
. HIE. You muſt in this confidence commit your ſelves to his geod 
providence thar he may diſpoſe of you as he pleaſes. If you veril 
believe thar God will have a care of you, then you cannotchools 
bur yield up your ſelf and all you have to his wife goednefs, de= 
firing that every thing may be as he, not as you will, For dorhs 
not he that rruſts in another, whether in his word, or his Vertue, 
lkave any thing with him and depoſite itin his hands 2 Doth he 
FR A 4 AY. 
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nor-reſt affured that it will be ſaſe; har he will diſpoſe of ir a» 
ſhall be moſt ficting 3 or rhat he will improve ir for his benefic ? 
Do we not ſee that he ceaſcch ro trouble himſelf any further, when 
he hath once ſecured his goods in this mans keeping? thar he caſts 
away all care, that he his nor poſſeſſed with fears, bur ſaith azwe 
mult do of God, 1 kzow whom 1 bave truſted ? you do vainly then 
pretend to cruſt in the Father of Mercies; and as va nly hope for 
any contentment, if you do not thus refign up your ſelves and all 
your concernments unto him, being fully ſatished that he will do 
what is moſt conducing to your good. This is the confidence thar 
he expeRSs we will repoſe in him if we take him for ourfriend. 
And whatſoever men of fancy may perſwade themſelves, this is a 
nobler degree of truſt in God then to have the particular confi- 
dence ( which they ſo-.cagerly aſpire unto ) that he will do this or 
that.. This in truth pursthe moſt honour upon him, when we re- 
-linguiſh our ewn particular deftres and refer all ro his will. This 
&Þs the moſt certain mark of our believing him to be what he is, 
. Whea we dare thus leave ous ſelves intirely to him, that he may do 
as he pleaſes with us. The times are now very ficlly ; we are all 
in great danger; and know not to what remedics we ſhould fly. 
Death hath ferchtaway ſo many round abour us, that we may 
fear he will come for us next. If we will now a& the part of good 
Chriſtians, or if we will have any conſtant comfort, we muſt all. 
fay as David doth, H#hat time I am afraid, 1 will truft in thee. Lec 
us-NOw refer all ro God, who knows beſt what uſe he hath for his 
Creaturesz and where it is, moſt fir to beſtow them, either in 
this world or in the other. Let us be confident he will diſpoſe us 
there where it is moſt ya ie oe: beſt for us robe. Andin this 
confidence we (hall find:aby t ſatisfaRtion,borh-in this and all 
ether things that ' trouble us. . Ir will keep us in'perfe@ peace, 
thus to ſtay our minds on him. Nay, 1 think fir to add, thatif . 
thece be any way to havethar which, we are, naturally inclined: to 
- Wiſh (-be it health, or plency or any _—__ ) this is it. For 
doth. nor a perſon that is perfeRly aud without any conditions in- 
truſted by us, -rhink himſelf more ingaged and concerned to diſ- 
pole of what we leave with him not only-to our-advantage, bur as 
Near 25 May be te var hearts dcfire ? + Do nat think then that Ged 
is-ſq unkind,thart he loves to croſs us in that which we are inclined 
to as, aftcr we have ſubmirred it wholly ro him. Believe that he 
will deal very tenderly. with thoſe who have ſuch an high efteem of 
him, -that they ask neching but hat he will do as ſeemsgood in 
his eyes - He hath a greater -care of theſe mens good then " 
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ny others. He'is more ingaped to them ( if we may ſpeak in our” 
common phraſe )- and they ihall fee he will deal very well with 
them. He is much pleaſed rhat they leave all ro his mſdeme,and 
therefore will not ta.1 ro Jer them fare the bercer for'not interpo= 
fing thei: own particular defires. Bur if we will be rak-ng upog'us 
to preſccibe ro him what courſe he ſhall rake z if we behave our 
ſelves as :f we ſhould be undone unleſs things'go In that one way 
which we determine, and therefore are alwaics follicirouſly in= 
rreating him for this and that which we fancy nearly concerns 
our worldly eſtate ; then we diſoblige him very much. Ir a fign 
we would take thi::gs our of his management if we could 5 and be 
= tv have the ordering of affairs in our own power. 'It ſhews 
that we are loath to truſt him, -and-'thar we ſuſpeC his wiſdome 
and goodneſs; or art leaſt thar we have no ſuch feeling of them, 
bur that we had rather rely upon our ewn'skill and love to our 
ſelves, Now how can thischooſe bur render our condition as un 
ſecure as it will make it uncomfortable Þ we can never have any 
ſerled peace unleſs we quierly commit our ſelves to God ; nor can - 
we-hope for atty ſafery at all, ' which is furtheſt oft from rhoſe who 
fo lictle eſteem his will thar they prefer their own before it. Away 
therefore with all your cares d if you would be happy ) addent 
them upon him, for he careth for you. 1'Pet.5-7p. Throw cher 
intirely \upon-him, for-it is his'bufineſs ro govern the world and 
not yours, * 'Let him ſee youreſt your ſelves with as compoſed a 
ſpirit on his Providence, as if it was in your own hands to do what 
you liſt” Thisis the enely way to pleaſe him, and yeu will neves 
fure be pleaſed/your ſelves unleſs you think thar he is ſo too. 


IV. And now having thus caſt your care upen him, it muſtbe 
your care to walk #Prightly before him ; for from fuch perſons 
( you heard) he will withhold no good thing. ©. It is nopart of 
your-work indeed to bufte your thoughts about furure events ; bur _ 
there is ſomething clſc that lies upon you, which isro do what God 
ar prefent b:ds you, that ſo you may be alwaies qualified for his ta- 
Yours. This is not only a-necefſary concom:tanr of oureruſting in 
God, bura part of -t. We muſt commit our ſouls ( orlives ts 
b'm in well:doing, 2s into the hands of a faithfull Creator; 3: Pcr.a. 
7g. We muſt tr:ſt.in the Lord and do good:; ſoſhall we dwelt 12 
the land, and verily we ſhall be fed, Plal.z7.3. Great heed muſt 
be raken that you leave nor eur this Ingredient. (as 1 may call ir) 
of dozng good, when you are forming your rruft in. God ; : for the 
Remedy will be quite ſpoyled ifrhis be. wanting. For have. you 
Hoey | nog 
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mor {cen that to truſtin God is ro rake his werd, to believe that. 
ke ſaith true whatſoever it be chat he ſpeaks ? Now how ſolemnly 
harh he rold you char his face is againſt them rhar do.ev; to cur. 
eff the remembrance of them from the earth ? thar the way of the 
y ſhall be turned upſide down ? that the wicked (hall fall 
amo miſchicf * And therefore muſt you noc be perſwaded that 
there isno way to-be happy in this world or in the other, but by 
following of his counſels and obeying his commands ? If you tru 
Ged,you muſt neceſſarily govern your ſelves by this belief. If you 
girc any credit to him, you muſt obſerye thoſe rules whereby he 
would have you to live. And you mult reſolve that he hath no 
ecnkdence in God, who hopes for his bleſſing in thoſe waies which 
he bath ſaid ſhall not praſper. No, he confides in his own bold 
fancy and preſumpruous thoughts. He contradiQts God, and gives 
him che lic. He faich in etfe@ that he will nor truſt his word, 
which hath cxprefsly rold us, that be who walks uprigbtly ſhall be 
faved ; but be that is perverſe in bis waies ſball fall at once, Prov. 
38.18. You muſt live ſoberly, righteouſly and gedly in the world, 
If you will have any.comforr. You muſt walk with Ged if you will 
be under his ſhadow. . When you run away from him, you flee from 
Four. ſhictd, and Joſe ' your confidence of his prote&tion. In evil 
wraics yeu Arc inſecure, and there the Angel of death is molt like to 
meet You. But let all thoſe that put their truft in God vejoyce, let 
them ever ſbout for joy.:For thous Lord wilt bleſs the righteous, witi 
favorr wilt the compaſs bim as with aſbield, Plal.g.11,12 Where 
ehe righteous ( you may obſcrve ) and they thar put their trift in 
God axe the very ſame mcn, and the only perſons that can rejoyce 
and expeQ that he will defend them from all that will proye hurts 
_Sull ro chem. ' 2513 ak 1 


Thus I have briefly ſhown you of what this Ancient and Divine 
Remedy doth conliſt, * All that remains is ro refle& and conſider 
zf there be nor borh great cauſe thus ro.truſt in God z- and alfo 
fuch great comfort in fodoing, thar a man may ſhourfor Joy, as 


c. 


you heard che Pſalmiſt juſt now expreſs it. 


As for the Cauſe ; there are ſomany gronundsofour confidence }.. 
as there are Perfeions.in God. | His Goodneſs is ſo great, that he 
dclights in our happineſs. His Wifdom is ſo great, that he can= 
not miſtake ner make amy choice of thar for us which is pernicious, 
His Power is ſogreat, that as nothing can come to paſs without 
his leave, ſo nothing can be: bindered which his —_ 
iy | G 


Goodneſs will haye done. He is Faithfull and juſt alfo, and cane 
not but make good his Word, And beſides he is fo immurabley 
that he alwaies governs: the World by the ſame eternal Rules, 
and gives us thereby the ſame hopes in him that good men have 
ever had... - i: 1 | [”'s 
; Why do we net rejoyce in Gud then as well as they > Whar 
comfort would you have that is net here to be found ? Are good 
hopes in-the.Immortal, only. Wiſe-God, nothing: worth ? Or can 
they give: but a feeble ſupparr to thoſe that are owners of them.? 
If they can do. any rhipgy- you ſee plainly there is'great cauſe for 
themgand greater then far many other things. ' They are ſecured 
ſo many waies, ; that ir is manifeſt God would nor have us want the 
camfert of them. The Power of God ( for example ſake ) may 
make you fear him, and. there is great reaſon for it; butit will 
not. produce. love ro him. . On the other fide, the. Goodneſs: of 
God will take you love him; bur it doth not ſo cafily produce fear. 
Theſe afteRions grow (as it were) on lingle 'roots; and that 
which bears rhe one dorh nor. bear the other. Bur as for Truſt in 
God, that graws upon. them both. . The Power of God will maks 
us confide him as well as his Goodneſs. And beſides ; the Wiſ- 
dom, the Jultice, the Fairhfulneſs, and the Erernity of God, give 
ſtrength and force unro our confidence. All theſe are apt tro be. 
get in us aflurance of good fromhim ; fo thar if that be of any 
moment tw'olir ſupport and conſolation, we cannor well be with 
our rhem. ; 

- And verily it is of exceeding great conſequence. The comfort 
thar it gives is infinite and cannot be limited. Ir extends ir ſelf te- 
@ll things, tg every caſe and condition of life. There is no evi 
which threatens us in this world, bur it can help and arm us a» 
gainſt the aflaults of it. It cuts off all the marter of our rrouble. 

- We need: not fear any thing. . We need nor be carefull for any 
thing. We need not torment our ſelves with reftteſs defires, And 
there is no--cauſe rhat we ſhould be wounded with any griefand 
ſorrow, We have nothing 1&t us'to do bur only to re Joyce alwaies, 
becauſe we are in his hands who exerciſeth loving kindneſs, judge= 
ment and rightcouſneſs in the earth ; and proteſts that in theſe things 
be delights, Jer.g.24. In this we way glory and make our boaſt.” 
This may, juſtly fill us with joy and gladneſs, which are-the only 
paſſions that this Truſt leaves in pofleſſion of the heart. We may 

ſay continually let the Lord be magnified, which hath pleaſure in the 
proſperity of bis ſervants. There is nothing can fall our in which: 

-We may not reſt exceedingly ſatiched, We may welcome any thing 
708 with 
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with a pleaſant countenance, becauſe ir is the appo'nement of ou? 
tering Farher, to whoſe care we have lett the ordering of all that 
belongs to us. Ir is impoſſiole any thing thould come to us, unleſs 
the goudneſs of Gad be firſt conſulted, - Ne Plague ( for inſtance ) 
can ſmire us, but Almighty Power nwlt firſt give way... There 
cannor rhe leaſt rhing which we call evil fo auch as touch us, bur 
infinite Wiſdom muſt cenſenr unto it. And who would be rroubled 
if theſe ſhall bid poverty,or ſickneſs;or the loſs of friends,'or death 
& ſif go ro him £ "Where is his wir that would bid them ſtay a- 
way, when God comnands them to come ? Will any man thar is 
advifcd take it Il, thatthatis done which che infinite Wiſdom and 
Goadnefs: appoints? Will he defire' any thing ſhould be other 
waies then as that ſhall diret? Whar contentment could a man 
take in a place, if it were poſlibleto ſtay in it, againſt the will and 
pleaſure of heaven ? Or to whar purpoſe is it ro with to remain 
any longer here, when the Sovercign of the World would remove 
u$20 another anda better Country ? No, we ſhould ſay chear- 
fully, The will af the. Lord be dence. It is the Lord,. let him do 
as {tems good in his fight. Now Lord, will thy ſervants depart in 
peace ; We will come, now that thou calleſt us. Thou art good 
and thou doſt good ; and therefore we will read:1y follow thee, 
though thou leadeſt us to the grave, : | 


I know indeed that there are many who would be glad if I 
could ſay ſomerhing clſe unto them: Ard who would rejeyce 
more, then 1 doubt they will do in this diſcourſe, if 1 could: give 
. them ground to believe that they ſhall certainly be preſerved, by 
cenfidence in Goud, from the infeCion that is abroad. This is the 
thing which they look for. They are much in love with life, and 
fo they would think themſelves happy it they could be affured they 
ſhall not loſe ic. They would fain have us ts pur this confidence in- 
ro rheir minds, by purting ir intothe narure of Truſt in God. It 
3s wotth little they imagine, if this perſwafion be nor intermixed 
with it. And if the 9x Pſalm be nor thus expounded, they can take 
but {oaall comfort in the reading of ir. | 
- Buras1 am loath to deceive any body, ſo I would not willing- 
ly have men deccive themſclves, by miſunderſtanding that and 
ether places of Holy Writ. I would not have them be more Bold © 
then truly confident, the effeR of which will be this, that they 
muſt nceds be extreamly troubled and confounded when they find 
rhemſclves confured by Death. Some indeed of theſe Bold Be- 
lievers way ſcape, and ſo they would without this. confidence'z 

; | bur 


but others of them may dye,and then conſider what an amazemenr 
it will be to meet with a diſappointment. For, I. belcech you, 
have nor all ages taught us thar good men dye as well as others by 
peſtilencial breaths ? not ſo many indecd as of the reſt, becauſe 
there are not ſo many of them ro dic. They are bur thinly ſcat= 
tered in the world, and therefore at no time can there as many 
fall of them as ofthe bad. Bur yet 1 ſay, do not ſome of them feel 
this troke of God ? Will we condemn all choſe for wicked, or ſuch 
as had no truſt in God, who have periſht in this great mortality F 
It is no good. fign that you (hall be ſafe, if you be ſo uncharita« 
ble. And yet ene of theſe rwo you mult ſay, either that you can- 
not have this abſolute confidence of being preſerved ; er that all 
thoſe wanred rhis faith in God whoſe lives are not preſerved. If 
you will not condemn them, then you muſt condemn theſe arro- 
gan pretences aud high confidences which limit God ro mensgwn 
efires. 

Bur what then ſhall we ſay roche Pſalmiſts words ? Do-nor 
they rell us thar a man char truſts in (God (hall ſee ten chouſand 
fall abour ham and he eſcape, Pſal 91.7. 

I anſwer, they do not premiſe us infallibly that we ſhall be ſe= 
cure when others die 3 butonly incourage us to truſt in Gad up- 
on the experiment which he hath made- of the ſuccesfulneſs of this 
courſe, This will be better underſtood if the occaſion of this 
Pſalm be marked. Many of the Hebrews inJeed think it was pen= 
ned by Mofcs as the foregoing Pſalm was, upon the occalion of 
the Plagues inthe Wilderneſs ; bur it is more probable that it was 
written by David, when the Angel of the Lord flzw 50050 in a 
horr ſpace ; and coming ro Feruſalem was diverted from his exe» 
cuton by the repentance and ſupplications of him and of the El. 
ders ( 1Chron.21.16.) whofled to God for refuge. Now up- 
on this remarkable ſucecſs of their obed.ent faith in God, which 
kept Ferufalem frem the ſtroke, whena thouſand fell on one fide 
and ten thouſand on the ochier ; David proclaims this ro all ſuc» 
ceeding times asthe only remedy again{t infeftiou, to take ſane 
Ruary in God, nothing doubting of his proteCtion,. if there be the 
ſame reaſon for it that rhen there was. Or rather we ſhall find 
( upon. a ſtri& examination of his words ) that this Pſalm isan. 
incitement to his own ſoul tro depend on God only in time to came 
upon the like pccafions, For thus I conceive they are to be ex= 
pounded. I will ſay of the Lord ( i.c. to himſelt ) be is my re= 
fuge, myfortreſs, my God, in bim 1 will trufl, Hz ſhall deliver 
&ce ( ſpcaking till ro his own ſoul ) from the ſrare of the fauler,' 
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"ind from the naiſome peſiilence. i. e. from all unſeen dangers that 
are moſt unaveidable. And then ( after many ſuch like exprefii= 
ons ) as if he had heard the charge that God gave the Angels of 
him that no hurt ſhould come ro him, he concludes in a pious 
ra » ( v-14z15;16.) with the words of God tothem, Pee 
cauſe be hatb ſet bis loue upon me, therefore will 1 deliver him : 1 
will ſet him on bigh becauſe be bath khaown my name, $c. with lorg 
fife will I ſatisfic bis, and ſhew bim my ſalvation. Bur all this is 
to be underſtood as ſpoken in the hear ef a divine inſpiration, by 
which God gave him a particular affurance that he would pre- 
ferve him ( being of ſo great uſe to his people, and alfo a tipe of 
the Meſſtah ) from all the dangers thar ev.| men or evil Angels 
might defign to bring him into, As for our ſelves we have no ſuch 
inſpiration ( nor are theſe words ſpoken to us all ) and therefore 
can have no ſuch affurance, bur mult content our ſelves with the 
knowledge of theſc rhree things, | 
I. Thar there is no remedy in the whole world fo powerfull as 
this for eur preſervarion,if jx will conſift with the wiſdome of Gods 
government to grant it. - And ( 2.) that ſuch a remarkable re- 
penrance as that of David and ali the Elders vr Nobles, would be 
yery likely to obtain ſuch a favour as the removal of Gods heavy 
ftroke; And ( 3.) that truſt in God hath a natural efficacy in 
it for the preſervation of particular perſons, and will meſt urdinas- 
rily prore& them. Fer ( as you have heard ) ir expels fear, ir 
rejoyces the heart, and it calmsall the paſſions; rhen which 
Phyſicians know nothing more neceſlary and ctfeRual far mens 
fafery in theſe rimes of Contagion, We may well then concludo 
thar this -Antidore will do great wonders by the bleſſing of God, 
who we ſee ſucceeds other means that are of an inferiour nature, 
*- And therefore let us pur our ſelves into the hands of God, and 
be affured,thar if we be nor ſaved from the deſtroying Angel,there 
was great reaſon that we ſhould dic 3 which ir was not fit for any 
indulgence of- heaven to overrule: Ler us think this comfort c= 
nough, that we have commirted our ſelves to him, who will da 
ing, but what we would do if we ſaw fo much as he. And in+ 
deed 1 do nor fee what greater comfort an affurance ef deliverance 
would give us, then we may have in an humble ſubm-flion of alt 
to Gods will and pleafure, We ſbould have no priviledge above 
others, but only tro know ſomething beforchand which they do 
nat ; for as:o the thing ir ſelf, rhey may have it ( though they da 


” mit foreſee it ) as well as we. Now what great comfort is there 


wowly in coping that we (hall live foms years es we. 
| Qua 


World 7 Are ſuch men aſſured alſs that no ocker evil thall befall 
chem ? Shall they never loſe their healch,nor their friends? Why - 
are hey nor contidenr of this too ? and that they (hall dic of n9- 
thing bur old Age ; becaule ir is ſaid there 3. Ne evil ſhall befall 
thee; and with long life will 1ſati:fie himv.10.16, Qrifcheybad 
aſſurance of all rhis,where'is the advantape they have of other men 
who pretend to no ſuch confidence ?.Is it ſuch. an happineſs mect= 
ly tolive ? Is nor this a greater, to know that we thall have what 
God 'ſces good ? To be affured we fhall Ray here as long as he 
judges it will make for our happineſs ? And if this bethe comfozs, 
then we are poſleiled of it withour their particular aſſurances, We 
know thar a ſparrow falls nor to the ground without aur Fachers 
providence, We are certain that if he ſe it belt we ſhall remain. 
here longer, before we bz removed to another place And indeed 
that is the thing which men of higher confidences then others 
ſhould be firſt aſſured of; chat ſuch things ſhall make far cheir 
greateſt good, or elſe they can with no comfort expect them, 
abour which, fince 1 obſerve they are ſo litttle choughttull, their 
confidence methinks is of no value, bur only {peaks a natural de 
fire of life to be very prevalent in them, Nay, their ardeng de= 
| fares of arriving at this particular affurance of a longer life, be= 

trays roa little faith of better things. 1f _ were per{waded 

thoſe things are true which they read of in another world 3; what 
need they be ſg {ullicirous, or eſteem it ſuch a favour to have aſſue 
Trance of living in this; It argues roo-mach intdelity, that men 
are ſo infinitely fearfull to leave their preſent cnjoyments which 
makes them bend their thoughts rather to perſwade themſelves 
chey ſhall continue here, then to be prepared for a departure to 
their heavenly Country, And it is a mark alſo of a very low {pis 
rit,to take more contentment in being aflured of a longer lite then 
in looking upon their lives as in the hands of a good God. For 
this 3s to re Joyce in what God gives, more then in himſelf 31 and 
to be pleaſed in one worldly bleſſing, more then in the valt rxca- 
ſures of his Providence. 

In thoſe then ler us chinkour ſelyes ro be rich and happy &- 
nough. Letus live as if we had great poſleſſions in his love and 
good will to us; Ler us take our ſclveag® beſo amply indowed 
there, that we defire nothing more. And for an argument thar 
you really chink you have enough, let thoſe that are able imaparc 
of their worldly goods to them that are in need. This will both 
be an argument thar you trult in che living God, and not in ug 
Fertain riches; and allo a great means toecure you in this ins 
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feQions ſeaſon. For God harh grgar uſe of ſuch men in the world , 
and they are molt lixely to be preſerved for the good of the Yoer 
who want ſuch BencfaQtors. And I heartily wiſh that all they 
who are now fled, had left a large portion of their charity behind 
them, for I verily believe it would have been a more effeQual 
means to preſerve them,. then the change of place, or any ether 
that rhey can uſe. Bur they are our of the reach of this Paper ; 
1 and it will now hold ne more þat only theſe words of David, 
'\T:3R Pſ#l.62.8. Truſt 3x him at all times ye people 3, porr out your beart 
£128 before bim. God is @ refuge for us. 


'$ Sept. 1. 1665s. 
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